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Weather 


8 A.M.: 68° 

2 P.M.: 81° 

5 B.M.: 77° 

CHANCE OF RAIN: 0% 
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News Now 


LOCAL & STATE 

© THE MILLIONS OF 
DOLLARS needed to buy 
and demolish homes to 
prevent flooding in Orlo 
Vista would result in 
little reward, officials 
say, as they look for 
solutions to flooding 
after Hurricane Irma. B1 


® FLORIDA 
LAWMAKERS are urging 
the Puerto Rican gov- 
ernment to expand 
housing aid for evacuees 
fleeing the island, as the 
federal housing program 
is set to expire in less 
than a month. B2 


NATION & WORLD 
© THE TREASURY 
DEPARTMENT paid 
more than $342,000 to 
settle workplace dis- 
crimination disputes at 
U.S. House lawmakers’ 
offices between 2008 
and 2012. A4 


© AFTER A SECRET U.S. 
program for searching 
for UFOs was revealed 
this week, so, too, were 
the observations of a 
commanding officer of a 
U.S. Navy squadron who 
says he saw an alien 
craft in 2004. A6 


@ CHINA TELLS the 
Trump administration: 
Stop the Cold War men- 
tality and accept China’s 
rise in the world. A6 


BUSINESS 

@ IN THE PAST 12 
MONTHS, 44 million 
passengers have gone 
through Orlando Inter- 
national Airport. A12 


© CRATE AND BARREL 
is closing its store at 
Mall at Millenia in mid- 
January. Al2 


SPORTS 

© FOUR JACKSONVILLE 
JAGUARS players are 
selected to the AFC 
squad for the Pro Bowl 
in January at Camping 
World Stadium in Or- 
lando. C1 


© AS THE ORLANDO 
Macic get ready to face 
Chicago tonight, players 
can take solace in the 
example offered by the 
resurgent Bulls. Cl 


@ COLLEGE football. C3 


TOP STORY 


GOP CHEERS AS TAX 
PLAN NEARS REALITY 


House passes bill but must re-vote today 
to fix rule violations after minor changes 


By STEPHEN OHLEMACHER 
AND MARCY GORDON 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Jubilant Re- 
publicans pushed Tuesday to the 
verge of the most sweeping rewrite 
of the nation’s tax laws in more 
than three decades, a deeply un- 


popular bill they insist Americans 
will learn to love when they see 
their paychecks in the new year. 
President Donald Trump 
cheered the lawmakers on, eager 


to claim his first major legislative 
victory. 

GOP House members roared 
and applauded as their chamber 
passed the $15 trillion package 


largely along party lines, 227-203. 
House Speaker Paul Ryan de- 
clared, “This was a promise made. 
This is a promise kept,’ as he and 
other GOP leaders convened a vic- 
tory news conference. 

But perhaps emblematic of the 


Please turn to TAX BILL , A3 


Holiday memorials honor 
victims of Pulse shooting 


Katelyn Newberg, a University of Florida student back home in Orlando for the holidays, looks at memo- 
rials set up outside of Pulse on Tuesday. Memorials continue for the victims of the mass shooting, in- 
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cluding a Christmas tree decorated with the names of the victims. 


Trespassing charge dropped against 94-year-old 


Eustis woman still refusing help from state officials, social service agencies 


By BIANCA PADRÓ OCASIO 
AND JASON RUITER 
Staff Writers 


TAVARES — A trespassing charge against a 
94-year-old woman has been dropped, but confu- 
sion over the care and housing of Juanita Fitzger- 
ald boiled over Tuesday as she argued with case- 


workers outside a motel. 


ers, referring to the state’s involuntary commit- 


ment law. 


She was kicked out of her Eustis senior home 
last week for not paying rent and arrested by Eustis 
police on a charge of trespassing after a warning, 
then booked into the Lake County Jail. Reports of 
her arrest — two days before her 94th birthday — 
have been publicized nationwide and in the United 
and prompted 


Kingdom 


“They’re going to Baker Act me!” said Fitzger- 


ald, swatting her hands at exasperated casework- 


Please turn to EUSTIS, All 


efforts to 


Senate report 
finds probable 


cause Latvala 
groped aide 


Inquiry also reveals new 
allegations by female lobbyist 


By GRAY ROHRER 
Tallahassee Bureau 


TALLAHASSEE — A powerful 
Florida senator and candidate for 
governor likely sexually assaulted 
a Senate staffer, a report released 
Tuesday found, which could lead 
to his expulsion from the Legisla- 
ture and even criminal charges be- 
cause of unexpected new allega- 
tions that he sought sexual favors 
for his support of legislation. 

The report by special master 
Ronald Swanson, a former appel- 
late court judge, found probable 
cause of four instances of “inap- 
propriate and unwanted” physical 
contact by Sen. Jack Latvala on 
Rachel Perrin Rogers dating back 
to 2013. 

But it also revealed new allega- 
tions by an anonymous female 
lobbyist that Latvala frequently 
groped her and suggested she per- 
form sexual acts to gain his sup- 
port for causes she lobbied for. 
The “quid pro quo” nature of 
those allegations, backed up by 
text messages, could be a violation 
of ethics and public corruption 
laws and should be referred to law 
enforcement for a criminal inves- 
tigation, the report states. 

Latvala, R-Clearwater, has 
maintained he has done nothing 
wrong and that the accusations 
are politically motivated. 

Efforts to reach Latvala on 
Tuesday night weren’t successful 
but he told the Tampa Bay Times/ 
Miami Herald the new allegations 
surprised him. He said he’s pre- 
pared to fight but admitted it 
could drag the Senate through a 
prolonged process amid the up- 
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Magic will trade black tie, tennies for wine festival, auction 


By LAUREN DELGADO 
Staff Writer 


A new fundraiser for the Or- 
lando Magic Youth Foundation 
will blend wine and basketball. 

The Orlando Magic Wine Festi- 
val and Auction will replace the 


foundation’s Black Tie and Ten- 
nies Gala in 2019. 

“It’s really going to be a festive 
celebration of wine and food for 
the benefit of our local at-risk chil- 
dren organizations,” said Orlando 
Magic CEO Alex Martins. 

Black Tie and Tennies has been 


the nonprofit’s signature event for 
about 28 years, making more than 
$22 million for local nonprofits. 
This year’s gala raised nearly two- 
thirds of the $1 million the Youth 
Foundation distributed among 17 
local organizations that support 
youth-based programs in the 


areas of education, housing/ 
homelessness and health. Benefi- 
ciaries have included the Boys & 
Girls Club of Central Florida, Cen- 
tral Florida YMCA and the Or- 
lando Science Center. 
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Voices & Opinion 


@ INTERVIEW: Unimaginable stress in Puerto Rico. A4 

@ LETTERS: Mother's feminism twists Santa kiss. Al4 

@ LOCAL VIEW: Bill would prevent drug bait and switch. A15 

@ SCOTT MAXWELL: SunRail could be a viable transit solution. B1 
@ EDGAR THOMPSON: Mullen sets new course for Gators. C2 


What To Do Today 


Ho HO HO! 


Release your holiday tension with some much needed laughs at 
Barley & Vine Biergarten in Orlando’s Milk District. Hosted by Lor- 
raine Cornillie, the free comedy showcase includes local comics 
Shereen Kassam and Marcus Crespo and starts at 9 p.m. 


DETAILS: 407-930-0960. 
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AAGINGE 


Orange County Convention Center 
West Concourse 
For more info, go to successfulagingorlando.com 


Sunday, Feb 18, 2018 - 9am-4pm 


pA 


Expert Speakers - 
Health & Wellness - 


Live Entertainment - 
Home Improvement - 


Retirement Planning + Travel & MUCH MORE 


Over 100 Exhibitors 
Financial Services 
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